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SHEARER’S  
FOODS 

HONORED WITH THE 
2008 CASCADE CAPITAL 

BUSINESS GROWTH  
AWARD 

Brewster, Ohio:  Shearer’s Foods, home of Shearer’s Award Winning Snacks, has 
been honored as a 2008 Cascade Capital Business Growth Award winner for the     
third consecutive year.  Additionally, the company was awarded the 2008 Overall   
Success Story in the area of manufacturing/distribution.  The company won the same 
category award in 2006.  In 2007, the company received the award for the highest   
employee growth in manufacturing/distribution.  Accepting awards is nothing new to 
Shearer’s.  Since its founding in 1974, the Brewster-based snack food manufacturer 
has been honored for product quality, business growth, community service, customer 
service, human resources practices and innovation in manufacturing. Shearer’s is 
featured in article “Shearer Perfection” by Erik Cassano, appearing in the                
October 2008 issue of Smart Business magazine.   
 
Winning companies are located in Summit, Medina, Portage, Wayne and Stark      
Counties in Northeast Ohio and earned the Award by increasing their sales level 100       
percent or $5 million, or increasing employee numbers 50 percent or 25 people.      
Profits generated by these growing companies are reinvested in the local economy 
with the purchase of goods, services, equipment and facilities and the hiring of new       
employees, leading to increased growth and stability.  Cascade Capital is certified by 
the SBA to deliver and service their 504 Loan Program in Northeast Ohio.  A number 
of Business Growth Award winners received funding from Cascade Capital.   

Shearer’s Foods, Inc., founded in 1974, is the manufacturer/distributor of Shearer’s Award-
Winning Snacks.  Varied products include a complete line of potato chips, tortilla chips,     
pretzels, cheese curls/puffs, peanuts, popcorn, corn chips and other snacks. While Shearer’s 
is recognized as a leader in the snack food industry, they consistently achieve “excellence” in 
everything they do!  Real Simple magazine ranked Shearer’s the “Best Chips with a Beer” 

and Newsweek magazine commented their potato chips were “...crisply addictive.”  The company has been named      
“Snack Manufacturer of the Year” by Snack Food and Wholesale Bakery magazine. Shearer’s has been awarded the 
Weatherhead 100, Cascade Capital Business Growth Award and The Entrepreneurs EDGE Award for being one of the 
fastest growing companies in Northeast Ohio. The Weatherhead School of  Management has also recognized Shearer’s as 
one of its Family Firms of Distinction.  Shearer’s potato chips received the Gold Medal Award from the American Tasting 
Institute of San Francisco for the best potato chips in America.  Shearer’s has been honored with the SCOPE Award as  
Business of the Year in Stark County, Ohio.  The company has been recognized for manufacturing excellence by winning 
the Manny Award and the Evolution of Manufacturing Award.  Shearer's has been awarded the North Coast 99 ten    
consecutive years as a top employer in Northeast Ohio.   Inside Business magazine has honored Shearer’s as one of the 
top performing companies in Northeast Ohio ten times with the Team NEO Success Award.  Shearer’s Snacks are          
distributed throughout the Midwest, New England states and parts of Canada.   
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